
Watts School of Nursing Spring 2015

WATTS  ALUMNI  NEWSLETTER
UPDATE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Hello Everyone!  

I hope this newsletter finds you well and looking forward to spring temperatures as much as I am!  This 
year, Watts School of Nursing is 120 years old!  Please plan to join students, faculty, and alumni in 
celebrating this milestone event by attending the Spring Tea on May 1, 2015.  More details are included 
in this newsletter. 

 As you know, Watts has a strong history of nursing excellence.  As a Watts instructor, I am privileged to 
see our student nurses growing and being mentored by outstanding nurses within the community, many 
of whom are Watts Alumni.  I am proud to say, The Watts “Tradition of Excellence” remains strong.  

This year’s Spring Banquet will be held on May 1, 2015 at the Croasdaile Country Club.  Come meet 
our newest Watts graduate nurses from the classes of December 2014 and May 2015, celebrate 50 
years with the class of 1965, and reconnect with your classmates!  

The Watts Alumni Association needs your help.  We are still working hard to reconnect with ALL our 
alumni, to strengthen this association and allow us to more fully support Watts students.  Please 
consider these ways you can connect with the school and/or alumni association.  (1) Become an active 
member of the Watts Alumni Association, (2) Share with us the great things you and your fellow Watts 
graduates are doing in your job and your community, (3) Get involved with the students by coming 
to a Freshman Meet and Greet at the beginning of each semester, by mentoring a student or new 
graduate, by joining student’s at the Watts Multicultural Association, or even by volunteering to serve 
on the board, (4) Attend the annual Spring Banquet and/or Winter Gathering in addition to attending our 
special events like the 2015 Spring Tea.  We always want to hear from you, so please send your news 
via email or mail a note to the school. If you are interested in becoming a mentor to a student or recent 
graduate, please contact me and I will work to connect you with a student or graduate directly. 

Dues remain $30 annually and allow us the opportunity to give back to the students in the form of 
scholarships, awards to graduating seniors, and gifts to the student body.  The membership period is 
December 1-November 30.  Feel free to renew your membership at the Spring Banquet in May.  

Additionally 2015 brings the appointment and election of officers for your alumni board.  If you are 
interested in serving, feel free to contact me anytime.  I will present the ballot of officers at the Spring 
2015 banquet for a final vote.  

The Watts Alumni Association is looking forward to a busy year and we welcome your participation.  
Please contact me with any questions.  I look forward to seeing you in May!!

Elizabeth Cantor  
Class of 2008 
Email: wattsalumniassociation@gmail.com 
Phone: 919-470-8519 
Alumni Website:  http://wattsschoolofnursing.org/alumni
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO

ATTEND A TEA TO HONOR

THE WATTS SCHOOL OF NURSING

120th ANNIVERSARY

WHEN: Friday May 1st, 2015

TIME: 2 -4 PM

WHERE: The Watts School of Nursing 

2828 Croasdaile Dr.  2 nd Floor Durham, NC

RSVP: Not necessary, all are welcome to attend.

TOURS:  If your graduating class would like a tour of the school the day of the Spring Tea or another day 
please contact the school to schedule.  919-470-7348.

ANNUAL SPRING BANQUET
Date: May 1, 2015 
Time: Registration 5:15 pm   Dinner 6:00 pm 
Place: Croasdaile Country Club, 3800 Farm Gate Avenue,   Durham, NC (off of Cole Mill Road) 
Cost: Alumni -- $35, Golden Agers (1940-1964)-- $25, Non Alumni/Guests -- $40 
 Graduates from Classes of Spring ‘15 & Dec ‘14 -- No Cost

RSVP Deadline:  All checks must be received by April 23, 2015 to reserve your seat and meal. 

Please make checks payable to:
Watts School of Nursing Alumni Association

Mailing Address:
Watts School of Nursing Alumni Association 
Attn: Treasurer 
2828 Croasdaile Drive, Suite 200, Durham, NC 27705-2505

Email Registration for New Grads Only:  December 2014 & May 2015 Graduates, please RSVP via email by 
April 23rd to Liz Cantor at elizabeth.cantor@duke.edu 

For Questions you may contact:
Reba Beavers 919-815-9510 rebabeavers@nc.rr.com  or Susan Avent  919-684-6264 susan.avent@duke.edu  

 ■ If you as an alumni member would like to sponsor May 2015 or December 2014 graduate for the  
  banquet, please include an additional $35 with your RSVP response.

 ■ We invite each alumni member to bring a “door prize” to share at our traditional door prize drawing  
  event (1 gift per person is appropriate).
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SAVE THE DATE

Annual Winter Gathering:  December 2, 2015 

SPECIAL NOTE CONCERNING DUES
Dues for 2014-2015 are now past due.

Dues are $30 and the dues year is from December 1 to November 30.  

Complete and mail-in the form included in this newsletter. 

FINANCE UPDATE

During 2014, we continued to see a decrease in dues submitted compared to previous years.  In 2014, 
we received $2190 in dues, 2013 we received $960, and in years prior we received as much as $4070.  
We received $1035 in contributions for 2014. Dues and contributions are used for yearly operations i.e., 
banquet, printing and mailing of newsletters, gifts for students, treats/goodies at exam time for the students, 
etc.  A reduction of funds can impact operations.  Several members have asked about donations to the 
alumni. These are certainly welcome and will be used to pay for a graduating senior at the banquet or other 
expenses.

CURRENT OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Liz G. Cantor ’08 – President Sherry Warren ‘03 - Past President

Rosalin Robinson ’72 – President Elect Susan Avent ’76 - At Large

Gina M. Edwards ’93 – Secretary Rebecca Dodson ‘61 - At Large

Reba H. Beavers ‘ 68 – Treasurer & Database Chris Van Hoose ‘10 - At Large 
                                      Manager
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UPDATE FROM THE SCHOOL

Greetings Watts Alumni!

Where to start?  First with students!  The enrollment is as robust as ever and the classes are filling with 50 
students in the prerequisite courses.  Watts is meeting all of its program outcome measures and continues to 
do very well on the NCLEX – 97% for 2014.  Graduates are obtaining employment and continue to represent 
the high quality of care that Watts graduates are known for.

Two groups of current seniors have had their posters selected to be presented at the Duke University Patient 
Safety Conference in March.  This is very exciting as their work under the tutelage of Mrs. Donna Chapin 
and Ms. Gail Peace has been recognized as having a positive impact on patient safety.

Watts has two new faculty members; Mrs. Tamara Jones, and Ms. Yolanda Neal; they are great additions 
to our team.  Deb Daugird, Lisa Lewis, and Libby Carver are enrolled in doctoral programs.  Libby is set to 
graduate in May 2015.  Watts continues to support our graduates. Watts graduate Sarah Conte is working 
on her Doctorate of Nursing Practice (DNP) capstone project at Watts this semester.  As the Director I have 
been re-elected to the North Carolina Board of Nursing for another four year term; I will be serving from 
2015-2018.  I would like to personally thank Watts alumni for their vote and support. Thank you!

In August 2014, Watts received notification that the Diploma/BSN program with University of Mount Olive 
(UMO) was not approved by the Accrediting Commission on Nursing Education (ACEN).  We have taken 
the fall to reassess how to move forward with assisting our students and graduates with obtaining a BSN.  
Currently, we are exploring a very different approach with UMO; it is a multiple track option plan that will 
allow students to transfer in the prerequisite courses and the general education requirements for the BSN 
prior to starting Watts.  We are working with UMO to then offer some BSN classes while students are 
enrolled at Watts.  Watts will remain a diploma program and the only diploma program in North Carolina after 
2016. 

Watts will have its new strategic plan for the program for 2016-2019 completed in May.  We will keep you 
updated on the anticipated future work for the program.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the 120th Spring Tea on May 1, 2015 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm at 
Watts. The theme for this year is “Then and Now” reflecting on the past and present in student life, activities, 
administration, and the curriculum.  We have received many new acquisitions to the history project that will 
be on display.  A very special thank you and heart felt appreciation to Donna Rogers and Betty Faulkner for 
all their work in preparing the “Then” for this event.  

See you at the Tea!

Peggy C. Walters, EdD, MSN, MEd, NEA-BC

Director of Nursing Education

Associate Chief Nursing Officer

2828 Croasdaile Drive-Suite 200 

Durham, NC 27705-2505  

(919) 470-7344 / 919-383-4014 fax
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WATTS Up
○ Roberta Fitts Marshall’ 46 is living in a retirement community in Martinsville Va. 

○ Louise Sanford Beasley’53 states she will be 83 years old on May 30, 2014. She continues to be 
involved in ballroom dancing and competing in her age group.  

○ Elizabeth Kennedy Gresham ’55 states she has lived in Greensboro since 1962.  She worked at Moses 
Cone Hospital for 25 years and retired in 1995.  Elizabeth has 4 children, and 3 grandchildren.  She and 
her husband live at Friends Home of Gilford. She lives in an independent living area and is very active.  
Buck has Alzheimer’s and is living in the memory unit.  He is very well cared for.  She still thinks 
Watts Hospital is the greatest school of nursing ever and she is so proud to be a Watts Graduate.

○ Janie Rimmer Nix ’57 states she is enjoying retirement after a total of 43 years in nursing (2 years in the 
Watts Delivery Room, 13 years working for a General Practice Doctor, 16 years as an industrial nurse 
with Ampherol Corporation [Allied] and 12 years with Durham Medical Center [Duke.]  Therefore she is 
a Duke retiree.

○ Sonya Knight Vesty ’59 states she and Syd have been married for 55 years.  Their 5 children are all 
well and happy (13 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren (some in high school.)) They are a lot 
slower than they used to be but they get “there” eventually.  She sends her love to all. 

○ Carole Ottoway Messenger ’60 states there was a mini reunion of 8 members of the class of 1960 on 
April 28, 2014 in Durham.  Joan M Thompson, JoAnne W. Mentzer, Evelyn W. Ingle, Nancy J. Peek, Pat 
C. Cook, Anges B. Hughes, Nell O’Connell Laton and Carole were in attendance. 

○ Catherine Kimrey Jernigan ’61 Writes that she will be a great-grandmother in June 2015.  Her 
granddaughter, Corey, is having a baby girl.  Her name will be Aja (pronounced Asia) Grace Rodgers. 

○ Anne Garrard McMath ’64 has retired from nursing.  She has been a pediatric nurse practitioner for 30 
years. She and her husband bought a C1855 house on the coast of Maine in 2012.  In the house they 
now have an art gallery where she shows her work and that of three other artists.  They have two bed 
and breakfast rooms and it keeps them very busy. Eight of the members of the class of 1964 share 
a week at N Topsail Island each fall and it is wonderful.  To see her bed and breakfast go to : www.
windingwaybedandbreakfast.com

○ Gail R. Whitaker ‘ 64 states she is still working part time as a nurse practitioner in Cardiac Stress Labs 
and Heart Failure Center at Spartanburg Regional Health Systems.  

○ Jackie Scronce Pully ’64 spent 34 years in Community Health in Nash County, NC in capacities of 
TB Project Nurse and Public Health Nurse Director.  She retired in January 2008, joined volunteers 
in Missions in 2010 and has served as nurse team member with a group at First United Methodist in 
Wilson, NC.  
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WATTS Up (continued)
○ Gene Gaskill Eakes ’66 is a Professor Emeritus at ECU College of Nursing.  She is also currently 

Director of Clinical Education at Vidant Medical Center in Greenville NC.  

○ Linda Weaver Scott ’67 retired in 2010 after 34 years at Durham Women’s Clinic.  She has been 
married 45 years (in August) to Artie Scott.  They have 3 children and 4 grandchildren.

○ Kathy Wall Glenn ’72 is semi-retired as of May 2014 from Chapel Hill OB/GYN as Nurse Manager.  She 
is working one day a week and loving all the extra time with their seven grandchildren.

○ Toni Elder Alexeff ’73 retired in October 2012 and is loving it.  They finally took their dream trip to 
Alaska.  

○ Constance Wingert-Baker ’76 retired February 2011 from Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools.  Both of her 
kids are out of College (yeah!). She would love to connect with 1976 grads for all of the grads to meet at 
the spring 2016 banquet for a 40 year reunion (constance.wingertbaker@gmail.com.)

○ Cheryl Andrews Merritt ’77 is working part time at Wilson Memorial Medical Center providing physicals 
and administering the Health and Wellness Program to the police and fire departments of the City of 
Wilson. She and Les have been married 37 years and he continues with his CPA and financial planning 
career.  Their son, Dale, has been married to Katie for 8 years and they have blessed them with two 
granddaughters, Kilah and Kaylyon.  They live in Clayton NC.  Their daughter, Dr. Brookes Chalk, has 
been married to Kyle for 6 years and practices as an OB/GYN physician in Wilmington NC. 

○ Gena Galyean Near ’77 states she has had several changes over the past year.  They downsized and 
moved to a townhome and they love it.  They have a lake in the backyard, a nice patio with a fire pit and 
very nice neighbors.  She and Bart celebrated their 35th Wedding Anniversary in May 19th.  She had 
to go out of work on a Medical Disability on May 13th. She worked at Wake Forest Baptist Health for 
almost 38 years.  She still has not gotten used to not working. She keeps in touch and takes frequent 
trips to Topsail Island with Robin Hayes (graduated 1978).  She is so glad they have been best friends 
for many years.  She feels truly blessed.  

○ Megan Orrell Nashel – 2008 welcomed a baby girl (Rebecca Scarlett Nashel) in April 2014.  She 
graduated from, Duke School of Nursing in December 2013 with an MSN and is a pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner. 

6



Watts School of Nursing Spring 2015

Name   Death Watts Class
Mary Frances Brewer Strayhorn 5/6/2014  Class Unknown
Mary Thompson Soza 11/24/1997 Class of 1933
Azzie Lee Morgan Thurnher 10/2/2013 Class of 1939
Kathleen Godwin Smith 2/14/2015 Class of 1942
Polly Oglesby Williams 4/23/2014 Class of 1943
Emma Bailey Hicks 3/12/2014 Class of 1946
Ruby Pettus Glinski 5/31/2013 Class of 1946
Dorothy Leonard Lougee 11/12/2014 Class of 1947
Doris Fisher Helms 12/11/2013 Class of 1952
Rebecca Bolick Stine 8/31/2010 Class of 1952
Wilverlen Pleasant Slaughter 4/21/2014 Class of 1955
Kathenia Hagan Jolly 9/24/2013 Class of 1959
Marion Holmes Cobb 2/18/2014 Class of 1962
Lou Barfield Zopf 2/19/2014 Class of 1963
Elaine Shore  Lobb 8/5/2013  Class of 1966
Virginia (Ginny) Crowe Rogers 3/27/2014 Class of 1966
Linda Rose Dennis 6/17/2014 Class of 1968
Sandra Wheeler Parrish 4/18/2014 Class of 1969
Marion Moore Sessoms 7/2/2014  Class of 1974
Kay Wiley Ferguson 8/26/2013 Class of 1975
Brooke Hester Thompson 8/16/2014 Class of 2005

IN MEMORIAM

Please complete this form and mail to address below with your annual dues. 
Last Name:  _____________________________  First: _________________________________
Maiden:  ________________________________
Address:  _______________________________    City: _________________________________
State:  ______________  Zip: _________- _____   Email: _________________________________
Year Graduated: ______________________  Telephone: (_____) - (_____-________)

NEW News to Share: 
________________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________
Comments:  _____________________________________________________________________

Amount Submitted for Dues: _______________________________
(Note: Yearly dues are $30.00 which covers November 1 – October 31)

Mail to: Watts School of Nursing Alumni Association, Attn: Treasurer
2828 Croasdaile Drive, Suite 200, Durham, NC 27705-2505
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